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.. because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the
eyes of the Bnei Yisrael ...

»y7 explains that 'n’s complaint against NYn and YN
stemmed from the fact that had they spoken to the rock, as they were
commanded, it would have brought forth water and /n’s Name would
have been sanctified. Yn7¥> 593 would have said, “If this rock, which
neither speaks nor hears and does not require food to survive, fulfills
the word of 'n, how much more so should we fulfill His word!”

While this may be true, the words expressed in the m7im in
criticizing them, because you did not believe in Me, are difficult. n¥n
317 was the greatest believer. QX accepted 'n’s Divine decree
against his sons with utmost faith. To say that they did not believe is
difficult to say the least. Furthermore, how does someone speaking to
the rock instead of hitting it constitute a greater source of
sanctification of '/n’s Name? Was speaking a greater miracle than
hitting the rock? In any event, they both defy the laws of nature. They
seem like equal miracles. What more is there to consider?

Horav Zaidel Epstein, Y7s3, offers a deep insight,
distinguishing between the two. Although either hitting a rock or
speaking to it do not seem so different, there is a difference. Speaking
to the rock and causing water to emerge, can be considered an act
that is closer to 119, a willing act. However, causing water to run as a
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result of hitting the rock is an act of Nn797, compulsion, force. Both acts
teach the importance of listening to the 'n 927, word of G-d. However,
if we only understand that one must listen to 'n when he is under
duress, the lesson is not as compelling as learning the importance of
listening to 'n willingly. N¥in and YN failed to teach the complete
lesson, and this was reason enough to prevent nyi from entering N
TN

We also see from here the depth of y7, justice, which 'n
demands of the righteous. For anyone else, hitting the rock to cause
water to run would have constituted a 'n V7. For n¥i, he could have
delivered a greater, more penetrating lesson — and he did not. This
action was referred to as one of a non-believer.

We can learn from this sad incident that a person is judged
based on his abilities. Even if a person has done much, if he could have
done more than what he has done, it is not enough. Imagine two great
N2Y? PWUNY, both N7im disseminators of the highest degree, who have
each successfully prepared a generation of students in M)in
scholarship. If one had been granted greater talent and superior
abilities to the other, it is possible that he will be taken to task for not
doing more.

Success is measured by what a person has accomplished relative to
what that person could have achieved.
Adapted from: Peninm on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)
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In 1982,

a close Tnym came to R

P 4772 2120 PHY APy M Ruderman 578y was born in Dolhinov, Russia.
5661 - 5747 He studied in SN NP2 NY? in Slobodka, under »2¥ ym) M
1901 -1987 Einkel Yyt (the Alter) and »>7 Ny 1 Epstein 9731, About the
year 1926, he published his only written work, »9n nTiay. In 1930, he
joined his father-in-law, R' Sheftel Kramer’s n2>¥> in Cleveland, Ohio. In
1933, he moved to Baltimore and founded the Ner Israel n22¥?. He served
as its NY? WNA for 54 years, until his NPV, He also was a member of
the nyyin of America. His ©>Pnyn published 2 volumes posthumously:
"2 NI on the NY19, and "% nxwn, his N7IM >WITH on the 790 NN and
other areas. He was a true mim visionary and his boundless love to his
0> PYH and YN Y9 were legendary.

Ruderman’s home. When he greeted the
N2¥) WX, he noticed a sad expression

on his »17's face. The NPV WYNH
explained, “I just heard that R' Schneur

Kotler is sick. The 81y says, that if a

02N TRYM is sick, one must beg "7 for

his recovery to the extent that one must
‘become sick over his plight.”” Right then and

there, the N2>¥ YN burst into bitter tears!

O This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated ¢
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Living iz Torah
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A well that the princes dug ... a gift from the Wilderness.

What is the meaning of “... a gift from the Wilderness”? If
one makes oneself like this wilderness which everyone treads upon
[i.e., he is genuinely humble], then the n7im is given to him as
a gift (.1 pary).

There were countless occasions when R' Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach 57381 served as the PP at a m73. At one n>3, the 5Din
announced the name of each person who was accorded an honor. He
called out, “Honored with being pT© is Maran (Our Guide) HoRav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, 87vow!” In a public setting, the term Y112
is usually reserved for a leader of the generation.

That night, the Sin received a phone cal
this is Shlomo Zalman speaking.”

“Shlomo Zalman? | know many Shlomo Zalmans! To whom
do | have the pleasure of speaking?”

“Maran Shlomo Zalman!” came the reply. The Ynin realized
immediately who the caller was. R' Shlomo Zalman then continued,
“Please, | beg of you, if | am P10 again at a 112 where you are 570in,
do not announce me as Y. If it happens again, | fear that | will have
to think twice before being pm™P when you are doing the
announcing.”

On one occasion, a unique situation forced R' Shlomo
Zalman to refer to himself as a person of prominence. A mentally
disturbed teenaged boy had to be placed in an institution for such
children. However, when the boy’s parents informed him of this, the
boy became unruly and insisted that he would not allow himself to be
brought there. The parents sought the counsel of R' Shlomo Zalman,
who agreed with their decision and asked that the boy be brought to
him.

[ “

Good evening,

Lovingly, R' Shlomo Zalman took the boy’s hand in his own
and said, “You know, | am a great rabbi, and therefore, | have the

Ahavas Chesed
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*One is obligated to lend money, even if the same person repeatedly
comes to the door requesting a loan [and repays it]. One should see the
myn of lending being comparable to a business deal. Does any
businessman refuse to sell to a repeat customer where they are making a
large profit on each sale? Similarly, even if the same person asks for a
loan, even a 100 times or more, each time one fulfills :>¥1y) 9 YRR yiM)
(Do0Y9 NN AN D, surely give to him...The P10 ends, NN 1270 H2)2 3
../T 9272, because of this ... 7 will bless you!

*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.

nNN9 — Preface: The ©»n Nan continues that there are circumstances where by not
lending one is 121y the Nyyn N5 of " Toyn N, to stand idly and watch your fellow Jew
suffer. Preventing a person from being hurt by lending him money to help repay a loan,
is an obligation based on the 7B of 7y DT Yy Thyn NY.

|

A Man of the People

authority to confer N2»»® upon you and make you a rabbi as well.
And now that you are a rabbi, | am assigning you a very important
job: When you go to live in that school with other children, you will
check on the m2va of the food that is served, and you will also make
sure that the other children learn.”

The boy was very happy with this idea and the problem was
solved.

In ©2¥17? some two years ago, on the morning of NPg 17y
Menashe Cohen suddenly realized that he had not taken a haircut.
M270 prohibits cutting hair on N2 29y from midday.

Menashe rushed down the stairs of his home and headed
for the local barber shop. As Menashe had expected, the shop was
crowded with customers, each one patiently waiting for his turn.
Menashe was tense; there was so much that he had to do in
preparation for 20 0¥. He certainly could not afford to wait at least
an hour until his turn would come. Menashe approached the barber,
a pleasant, non-chareidi Jew, and asked him if he could take care of
some errands and return in time for his turn.

“I'm sorry,” the man replied, “but that is not how it works
in this barber shop. If you leave, you lose your turn.”

“But you must understand,” Menashe pleaded, “I have so
many things to take care of ...”

“Let me tell you something,” the barber replied, kindly.
“Every month, R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach came here for a haircut. |
knew that it is not easy for him to walk here, and so | offered to go to
his house and give him the haircut there. He told me, ‘As long as my
feet can carry me, | will come to you, and not the other way around.’
In all the years that he came here for haircuts, not once did R'
Auerbach ever permit himself to take his haircut out of turn. As far as
R" Auerbach was concerned, he was no different from anyone else.
And you are asking me to make an exception for you?”

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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W1 Questions

1.Who sent emissaries to ask permission to pass through yino?
One P©2 says NYn (20:14), another says S »3 (21:21).

2.What is the famous Aramaic saying that means “If you are the
one who brought out an idea, then you should carry it out”?
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e During ©>¥m0 Y2 (the three weeks from ' - vp v e There are those who are of the opinion that even for a

ana), one should not make a party, unless it is a N7y

MY NTYY one should not have a live band. Some even

Halacha
Corner

DX 20T Y

nmsn. forbid playing a tape with music at a myn N7Wo.

Reviewed by R’ Gedalyahu Eckstein

*Since we only discuss 1-3ni277. it is important to consider these nis in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.




Focus

Dear Talmid,

Every Tnom of R' Yaakov
Yitzchok Ruderman, Y183,
whether still in n2¥> or not,
knew that the first question they
would be asked was, “ oxn M
nOOYY — So, what are you
learning?” The N2>¥? UNA felt that
no matter what a PnYm was
doing in his life, N7im learning
was absolutely essential and he
demanded their commitment to
Min. Therefore, he would not
continue with a conversation
until he was updated on what the
RPN was learning. He derived
the greatest mn) from hearing
that his 0>*pnom were all involved
in learning.

When the N2>v ¥NI was
already 84 vyears old and infirm
he decided that he wanted to
travel to the nynn of a TnNHn
who had once learned in the
n2vw. Despite having left the
ndYw, the nYm  unfailingly
devoted a portion of his day to a
serious learning 97%. At his
advanced age, travel was very
difficult for R" Ruderman. By the
time he arrived at the ny»nn, he
was utterly exhausted. When he
saw the TnYm, he told him, “Even

though it was extremely difficult
for me to travel, | made the
special effort because | have
heard that since you left the
NPV you are NYINY DORY yaip
each day.” These sincere words
from the N2¥» ¥N1 so uplifted
the ypn that even today, over 20
years later, he is seriously
devoted to his learning 179.

R'" Ruderman, Y78t was
the ultimate »7, who guided
thousands of successful D>PRH».
He once explained the secret of
his success: “We are taught that
oY are like sons; just as a
son never stops being a son,
neither does a Y1 stop being a
YR,

My Pnom, just like N7im
learning is so different from your
secular studies so too are your
o»27. R' Ruderman taught his
0>*PRYR that his most successful
oY are  those  who
understand/realize the
relationship to a »a9 and NYim. It
does not end on the last day of
N2>w, but rather continues for a
lifetime and beyond.

L RRE R RRIRIY
MTT3, Your 17

A letter from Rebbi — based on interviews

Sage

~CG

The Steipler yiNy, 97381, once wrote a letter to R' Yaakov Yitzchak
Ruderman, 97¥1, praising him on his "0 nTiay 799, and
encouraging the N2>’ WYN1 to write more such DM9D. After
showing the letter to a TnHm, R’ Ruderman explained his
thoughts. “ NT7i2y >N ©M9D WY TN 12PIY IN DIVITH INY) ANDN
»90 — | have enough DTN to write another ten volumes like
NN NTIAY, — YN - DIV YPITYAYD PR AYIY LNY VAN
1O>NYN — but | am now writing living ©190, my o> non!”

Source: Yated Ne’eman

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212
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6th Annual Pirchei nay 1y
Learning Contest 5780

The latest Pirchei Newsletter
contest, which began in the weeks
leading up to MIRD nNap, s
designed to make your nay 217y
fulfilling and memorable, especially
in these difficult times. During the
next few weeks, learn at least 45
minutes before NN every Nay 19y,
in your home, n2>¥» or local 12
V710, Learn for an hour or more
and get an additional raffle entry.
There is no particular 7% to learn
— yOu can even review NIpn DIV
onn TNN). If you arrange for a
group to learn on the phone, and
have a 7wV to learn about nidHn
NaY or Nav NVITP, you will receive
an extra raffle entry. The contest is
open for all ages up to 12" grade. To
participate in the program, please
ask your parent or Rebbi to send an
email each week to
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com by
Monday 2:00 pm. Please include
your name, grade, N2>¥, city, state,
and contact # and your name will be
entered into a drawing for a
beautiful set of n>IT™ NINIPN
ovmn!

Contestants so far:

Grade 3 — Elazar Englard; Yeshiva
Ohr Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ.
Grade 4 — Yaakov Zev Greenfield,
Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore,

MD.
Grade 5 — Menachem Blejer;
Yeshiva Elementary; North Miami
Beach, FL.

Grade 6 — Moshe Shmuel Guttman;

Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn,

NY; Shmuel Yitzchok Rothman;

Yeshiva Darchei  Torah; Far
Rockaway, NY.

Grade 8 — Benjamin Sardar, Yaakov

Raful;  Yeshivat Ateret Torah;
Brooklyn, NY.
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RABBI DOVID BARKIN ZTL WAS A POPULAR MAGGID
SHIUR IN TELSHE YESHIVA. EVERY DAY AFTER THE
SHIUR, HE WOLILD WALK HOME ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
TALMIDIM, WITH WHOM HE WOLILD SPEAK IN LEARNING.

RABBOSALl/

I ASK YOU MECHILAH IN
ADVANCE. IT'S BEEN SO NICE
WALKING HOME ACCOMPANIED

8Y YOU EVERY DAY. 8UT AS
OF TODAY, WE WILL HAVE TO
DISCONTINUE THIS MINHAG.

RABBOSAI! DID YOU
HEAR WHAT MOSHE JUST
ASKED? YOU KNOW, THIS TIME ALSO ENJOY
IS SO PRECIOUS TO ME.. T WALKING WITH YOU
ALWAYS HEAR SOME CHIDDUSH A\ EVERY DAY!
ON THIS WALK/ e -

REBSI, WE

THANK
YOU! THE FEELING
IS DEFINITELY

WHAT
COULD 8E THE
REASON?

B VA"

REBSI, REBSI... I HAVE MY 8UT RERSI...

WHY THE CHANGE IN
SuUcCH A BEAUTIFUL
MINHAG?

REASON, 8UT
THAT'S HOW I
LINDERSTAND IT

WE ALL KNOW HOW
YOU ENJOY WALKING

MY SON, YOu
ARE 50 RIGHT... 8UT
YOU SHOULD KNOW T

TOGETHER WITH THE
TALMIDIM EVERY DAY!
WHAT CHANGED?

HAS TO 8E.. SPENT A LONG TIME ON

THIS DECISION.

i Q DOVID HEAQD THE SINCEQE QEQLIEST FQOM HIS TALMID
AND EXPLAINED HIS UNUSUAL 8UT SELFLESS ACTION

|| THE TALMID CONTINUED TO
4 ASK HIS BELOVED REBSI...

OK... YOU ARE RIGHT. T REALLY DO ENJOY
WHEN YOU ALL WALK ME HOME. HOWEVER, T THOUGHT
THAT PERHAPS THE OTHER REBBEIM FEEL SLIGHTED. 1
NOTICED SOME REBBEIM WALK HOME ALONE. IMAGINE IF
OUR WALK MIGHT CAUSE SOMEONE ELSE TO FEEL EVEN THE
SMALLEST 8IT OF PAIN!/ T THINK IT 1S BEST FOR YOU ALL

REBS!,

PLEASE FORGIVE ME, 8UT

WE ALL WOULD APPRECIATE IF
REBBI WOULD EXPLAIN TO US WHY

THERE WAS A CHANGE. WE ARE
YOUR TALMIDIM AND WANT TO

LEARN FROM OLIR REBBI'S

ACTIONS.

TO ASK QUESTIONS LATER.

R’ DOVID WAS BORN IN CHICAGO TO R’ KALMAN, A 17 AND TALMID OF SLABODKA, AND
GOLDA BARKIN. AT THE AGE OF 11 HE WENT TO TELSHE, CLEVELAND, AND WAS GREATLY
INFLUENCED B8Y R’ HERSHEL BARON. HE BECAME A TALMID MUVHAK OF R MORDECHAI
GIFTER AND R’ PESACH STEIN. HE WENT TO PONEVEZH IN 1966 AND BECAME VERY
CLOSE WITH R’ SHACH. BASED ON A LETTER FROM R’ GIFTER PROPOSING HIS TITV,
AND ON THE ADVICE OF R’ YECHEZKEL LEVENSTEIN, HE RETURNED CLEVELAND. AT 23,
HE MARRIED MIRIAM, R’ ELYA MEIR BLOCH'S DAUGHTER. R’ SHACH WOLULD SEND HIS
DXANOTO R’ DOVID FOR REVIEW AND HE WAS RENOWNED AS A )W) AND TMNN. AFTER
THE NN WRI'S NPV, R SHACH ADVISED HIM TO STAY IN CLEVELAND. SOME OF HIS
EXTREMELY POPULAR SHIURIM ARE EXTREMELY POPULAR ARE PRINTED IN TYT NANN 190.
For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval 718-395-9794 5705 - 5767 1945-2006 1505V
Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required na9n>%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p ory"wn nmn.




