
Rabbi Dovid Barkin zt”l was a popular maggid 
shiur in Telshe Yeshiva. Every day after the 

shiur, he would walk home accompanied by his 
talmidim, with whom he would speak in learning.

 As the rebbi walked towards his room..

One day after the shiur...

Rabbosai! 
I ask you mechilah in 

advance. It’s been so nice 
walking home accompanied 

by you every day. But as 
of today, we will have to 
discontinue this minhag.

Oy, 
what’s 

wrong?

Rabbosai! did you 
hear what Moshe just 

asked? You know, this time 
is so precious to me… I 

always hear some chiddush 
on this walk!

 Rebbi, we 
also enjoy 

walking with you 
every day!

thank 
you! The feeling 

is definitely 
mutual.

What 
happened?

But Rebbi... 
we all know how 

you enjoy walking 
together with the 

talmidim every day! 
What changed?

Rebbi, Rebbi... 
Why the change in 
such a beautiful 

minhag?

My son, you 
are so right... but 

you should know I 
spent a long time on 

this decision.

Rebbi, 
please forgive me, but 

we all would appreciate if 
Rebbi would explain to us why 

there was a change. We are 
your talmidim and want to 

learn from our rebbi’s 
actions.

R’ Dovid was born in Chicago to R’ Kalman, a רב and talmid of Slabodka, and 
Golda Barkin. At the age of 11 he went to Telshe, Cleveland, and was greatly 
influenced by R’ Hershel Baron. He became a talmid muvhak of R’ Mordechai 
Gifter and R’ Pesach Stein. He went to Ponevezh in 1966 and became very 
close with R’ Shach. Based on a letter from R’ Gifter proposing his שידוך, 
and on the advice of R’ Yechezkel Levenstein, he returned Cleveland. At 22, 
he married Miriam, R’ Elya Meir Bloch’s daughter. R’ Shach would send his 
 After .מתמיד and גאון to R’ Dovid for review and he was renowned as aכתבים
the ראש הישיבה’s פטירה, R’ Shach advised him to stay in Cleveland. Some of his 
extremely popular shiurim are extremely popular are printed in ספר אהבת דוד.

כ“ט כסלו    2006 - 1945   5767 - 5705

What 
could be the 

reason?

I have my 
reason, but 
that’s how I 

understand it 
has to be…

 The talmid remembered how his beloved Rebbi enjoyed 
the company of his talmidim on his daily walk home …

The talmid continued to 
ask his beloved Rebbi…

R’ Dovid heard the sincere request from his talmid 
and explained his unusual but selfless action.

Ok... you are right. I really do enjoy 
when you all walk me home. However, I thought 
that perhaps the other rebbeim feel slighted. I 

noticed some Rebbeim walk home alone. Imagine if 
our walk might cause someone else to feel even the 

smallest bit of pain! I think it is best for you all 
to ask questions later.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ל …  שְרָאֵׁ י יִּ י בְנֵׁ ינֵׁ י לְעֵׁ נִּ ישֵׁ י לְהַקְדִּ דְבָר כ:יב…)יַעַן לאֹ הֶאֱמַנְתֶם בִּ (.בַמִּ  
 … because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the 
eyes of the Bnei Yisrael … 
״י   אַהֲרֹן and מֹשֶה s complaint against’ה׳ explains that רַשִּ
stemmed from the fact that had they spoken to the rock, as they were 
commanded, it would have brought forth water and ה׳’s Name would 
have been sanctified. ל שְרָאֵׁ  would have said, “If this rock, which כְלַל יִּ
neither speaks nor hears and does not require food to survive, fulfills 
the word of ה׳, how much more so should we fulfill His word!” 
 While this may be true, the words expressed in the תוֹרָה in 
criticizing them, because you did not believe in Me, are difficult.  מֹשֶה
ינוּ  s Divine decree’ה׳ accepted אַהֲרֹן .was the greatest believer רַבֵׁ
against his sons with utmost faith. To say that they did not believe is 
difficult to say the least. Furthermore, how does someone speaking to 
the rock instead of hitting it constitute a greater source of 
sanctification of ה׳’s Name? Was speaking a greater miracle than 
hitting the rock? In any event, they both defy the laws of nature. They 
seem like equal miracles. What more is there to consider? 
 Horav Zaidel Epstein, זַצַ״ל, offers a deep insight, 
distinguishing between the two. Although either hitting a rock or 
speaking to it do not seem so different, there is a difference. Speaking 
to the rock and causing water to emerge, can be considered an act 
that is closer to רָצוֹן, a willing act. However, causing water to run as a 

result of hitting the rock is an act of ח  compulsion, force. Both acts ,הֶכְרֵׁ
teach the importance of listening to the דְבַר ה׳, word of G-d. However, 
if we only understand that one must listen to ה׳ when he is under 
duress, the lesson is not as compelling as learning the importance of 
listening to ה׳ willingly. מֹשֶה and אַהֲרֹן failed to teach the complete 
lesson, and this was reason enough to prevent מֹשֶה from entering  אֶרֶץ
ל שְרָאֵׁ  .יִּ
 We also see from here the depth of ין  ה׳ justice, which ,דִּ
demands of the righteous. For anyone else, hitting the rock to cause 
water to run would have constituted a דוּש ה׳  he could have ,מֹשֶה For .קִּ
delivered a greater, more penetrating lesson — and he did not. This 
action was referred to as one of a non-believer. 
 We can learn from this sad incident that a person is judged 
based on his abilities. Even if a person has done much, if he could have 
done more than what he has done, it is not enough. Imagine two great 
יבָה י יְשִּ  disseminators of the highest degree, who have תוֹרָה both ,רָאשֵׁ
each successfully prepared a generation of students in תוֹרָה 
scholarship. If one had been granted greater talent and superior 
abilities to the other, it is possible that he will be taken to task for not 
doing more. 
      Success is measured by what a person has accomplished relative to 
what that person could have achieved. 

Adapted from: Peninm on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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 .was born in Dolhinov, Russia זַצַ״ל Ruderman ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִצְחָק הַלֵוִי
He studied in יְשִיבַת כְנֶסֶת יִשְרָאֵל in Slobodka, under ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי 
Finkel זַצַ״ל (the Alter) and ר׳ מֹשֶה מָרְדְכַי Epstein זַצַ״ל. About the 

year 1926, he published his only written work, עֲבוֹדַת הַלֵוִי. In 1930, he 
joined his father-in-law, R' Sheftel Kramer’s יְשִיבָה in Cleveland, Ohio. In 
1933, he moved to Baltimore and founded the Ner Israel יְשִיבָה. He served 
as its ראֹש יְשִיבָה for 54 years, until his פְטִירָה. He also was a member of 
the מוֹעֶצֶת of America. His תַלְמִידִים published 2 volumes posthumously: 
 and מִנְחַת חִנּוּךְ on the חִדוּשֵי תוֹרָה his ,מַשְאַת לֵוִי and ,פָרָשָה on the שִיחוֹת לֵוִי
other areas. He was a true תוֹרָה visionary and his boundless love to his 
 .were legendary כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל and תַלְמִידִים

 י״ד תמוז
5661 – 5747 
1901 – 1987 

 In 1982, a close לְמִיד  'came to R תַּ
Ruderman’s home. When he greeted the 
 he noticed a sad expression ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה
on his  רֶבִי’s face. The ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה 
explained, “I just heard that R' Schneur 
Kotler is sick. The גְמָרָא says, that if a 
לְמִיד חָכָם  for ד׳ is sick, one must beg תַּ
his recovery to the extent that one must 
‘become sick over his plight.’” Right then and 
there, the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה burst into bitter tears! 
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Learning from our Leaders

פרשה: חקת-בלק     הפטרה: ויאמר שמואל…...  לכו ונלכה הגלגל... )שמואל א יא:יד-יב:כב(

אבות פרק ה'     דף יומי: שבת ק״כ     שבועות לראש השנה: 11

מצות עשה: 3 - 0   מצות לא תעשה: 0 - 0

To our devoted readers in England



A Man of the PeopleLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

אֵר חֲפָרוּהָ שָרִים  בָר כ:כג… בְּ בָר מַתָנָה )בַמִדְּ כד(.-וּמִמִדְּ  
 A well that the princes dug … a gift from the Wilderness. 
 What is the meaning of “… a gift from the Wilderness”? If 
one makes oneself like this wilderness which everyone treads upon 
[i.e.,  he  is  genuinely  humble],  then  the  תוֹרָה  is  given  to  him  as 
a gift (.ערובין נד). 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 There were countless occasions when R' Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach זַצַ״ל served as the דָק רִית at a סַנְּ רִית At one .בְּ  מוֹהֵל the ,בְּ
announced the name of each person who was accorded an honor. He 
called out, “Honored with being דָק  is Maran (Our Guide) HoRav סַנְּ
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, שַלִיטָ״א!” In a public setting, the term מָרָן 
is usually reserved for a leader of the generation. 
 That night, the מוֹהֵל received a phone call. “Good evening, 
this is Shlomo Zalman speaking.” 
 “Shlomo Zalman? I know many Shlomo Zalmans! To whom 
do I have the pleasure of speaking?” 
 “Maran Shlomo Zalman!” came the reply. The מוֹהֵל realized 
immediately who the caller was. R' Shlomo Zalman then continued, 
“Please, I beg of you, if I am דָק רִית again at a סַנְּ  ,מוֹהֵל where you are בְּ
do not announce me as מָרָן. If it happens again, I fear that I will have 
to think twice before being דָק  when you are doing the סַנְּ
announcing.” 
 On one occasion, a unique situation forced R' Shlomo 
Zalman to refer to himself as a person of prominence. A mentally 
disturbed teenaged boy had to be placed in an institution for such 
children. However, when the boy’s parents informed him of this, the 
boy became unruly and insisted that he would not allow himself to be 
brought there. The parents sought the counsel of R' Shlomo Zalman, 
who agreed with their decision and asked that the boy be brought to 
him. 
 Lovingly, R' Shlomo Zalman took the boy’s hand in his own 
and said, “You know, I am a great rabbi, and therefore, I have the 

authority to confer מִיכָה  .upon you and make you a rabbi as well סְּ
And now that you are a rabbi, I am assigning you a very important 
job: When you go to live in that school with other children, you will 
check on the רוּת  of the food that is served, and you will also make כַשְּ
sure that the other children learn.” 
 The boy was very happy with this idea and the problem was 
solved. 
 In רוּשָלַיִם  עֶרֶב פֶסַח some two years ago, on the morning of יְּ
Menashe Cohen suddenly realized that he had not taken a haircut. 
 .from midday עֶרֶב פֶסַח prohibits cutting hair on הֲלָכָה
 Menashe rushed down the stairs of his home and headed 
for the local barber shop. As Menashe had expected, the shop was 
crowded with customers, each one patiently waiting for his turn. 
Menashe was tense; there was so much that he had to do in 
preparation for יוֹם טוֹב. He certainly could not afford to wait at least 
an hour until his turn would come. Menashe approached the barber, 
a pleasant, non-chareidi Jew, and asked him if he could take care of 
some errands and return in time for his turn. 
 “I’m sorry,” the man replied, “but that is not how it works 
in this barber shop. If you leave, you lose your turn.” 
 “But you must understand,” Menashe pleaded, “I have so 
many things to take care of …” 
 “Let me tell you something,” the barber replied, kindly. 
“Every month, R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach came here for a haircut. I 
knew that it is not easy for him to walk here, and so I offered to go to 
his house and give him the haircut there. He told me, ‘As long as my 
feet can carry me, I will come to you, and not the other way around.’ 
In all the years that he came here for haircuts, not once did R' 
Auerbach ever permit himself to take his haircut out of turn. As far as 
R' Auerbach was concerned, he was no different from anyone else. 
And you are asking me to make an exception for you?” 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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צָרִים ין הַמְּ מָא: בֵּ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ

Halacha 
Corner
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  ספר אהבת חסד חלק א פרק א:ז
*One is obligated to lend money, even if the same person repeatedly 
comes to the door requesting a loan [and repays it]. One should see the 
 of lending being comparable to a business deal. Does any מִצְוָה
businessman refuse to sell to a repeat customer where they are making a 
large profit on each sale? Similarly, even if the same person asks for a 
loan, even a 100 times or more, each time one fulfills  :ן לוֹ )ע׳ רַשִ״י נָתוֹן תִתֵּ
אָה פְעָמִים( ה  ,ends פָסוּק surely give to him…The ,הַיְנוּ אֲפִלוּ מֵּ כִי בִגְלַל הַדָבָר הַזֶּ

כְךָ ד׳ …יְבָרֶּ , because of this … ד׳ will bless you! 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov. 

ץ חַיִים Preface: The — פְתִיחָה  continues that there are circumstances where by not חָפֵּ
lending one is ר ה the עוֹבֵּ  to stand idly and watch your fellow Jew ,לאֹ תַעֲמֹד וגו׳ of לאֹ תַעֲשֶּ
suffer. Preventing a person from being hurt by lending him money to help repay a loan, 
is an obligation based on the אִסּוּר of ָך עֶּ  .לאֹ תַעֲמֹד עַל דַם רֵּ

 During צָרִים ין הַמְּ ט׳  -י״ז תַמוּז  the three weeks from) בֵּ
אָב עוּדַת  one should not make a party, unless it is a ,(בְּ סְּ
וָה   .מִצְּ

 There are those who are of the opinion that even for a 
וָה עוּדַת מִצְּ  one should not have a live band. Some even סְּ
forbid playing a tape with music at a וָה עוּדַת מִצְּ  .סְּ

1. Who sent emissaries to ask permission to pass through סִיחוֹן? 
One סוּק ה says פָּ אֵל another says ,(20:14) מֹשֶׁ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  .(21:21) בְּ

2. What is the famous Aramaic saying that means “If you are the 
one who brought out an idea, then you should carry it out”? 

ֶׁה .1 ָּאֵל and מֹש ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  is equal to his נָּשִיא are one and the same. This teaches that a ב
generation. They are interchangeable. ְׁרָאֵל ִּש ְׁלַח י ִּש  (21:21) ד״ה וַי

ָּא .2 ְּק ְּוַנ ֶׁהֱוֵי פַר ָּא אִיהוּ ל ְּת ְּאִגַר ְּיָּנָּא ד  the one who reads the letter [i.e. proclaims the - קַר
message in public], let him be the messenger [to carry out its contents].   ְׁא ד״ה וַיַר
ְׁחָס ִּינ  (25:7) פ
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings*

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

The Steipler אוֹן  once wrote a letter to R' Yaakov Yitzchak ,זַצַ״ל ,גָּ
Ruderman, זַצַ״ל, praising him on his סֵפֶר עֲבוֹדַת הַלֵוִי, and 
encouraging the ה רִים to write more such ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ  After .סְפָּ
showing the letter to a תַלְמִיד, R’ Ruderman explained his 
thoughts. “ רִים װִי עֲבוֹדַת אִיכאָבּ געֶנוּג חִדּוּשִׁים צוּ שׁרײַבּן נאָךְ צעֶן סְפָּ
 to write another ten volumes like חִדּוּשִׁים I have enough — הַלֵוִי
רִים  — ,עֲבוֹדַת הַלֵוִי מײַנעֶ  -אָבּעֶר יעֶצט שׁרײַבּ אִיךְ לעֶבּעֶדיקעֶ סְפָּ
רִים but I am now writing living — תַלְמִידִים!   ”!תַלְמִידִים my ,סְפָּ

Source: Yated Ne’eman 

Dear Talmid, 
 Every לְמִיד  of R' Yaakov תַּ
Yitzchok Ruderman, ״ל צַּ  ,זַּ
whether still in יְשִיבָה or not, 
knew that the first question they 
would be asked was, “ נוּ, װאָס
 So, what are you – לעֶרנסטוּ?
learning?” The ראֹש יְשִיבָה felt that 
no matter what a לְמִיד  was תַּ
doing in his life, תוֹרָה learning 
was absolutely essential and he 
demanded their commitment to 
 Therefore, he would not .תוֹרָה
continue with a conversation 
until he was updated on what the 
לְמִיד  was learning. He derived תַּ
the greatest ת  from hearing נַּחַּ
that his לְמִידִים  were all involved תַּ
in learning.  
 When the ראֹש יְשִיבָה was 
already 84 years old and infirm 
he decided that he wanted to 
travel to the תוּנָה לְמִיד of a חַּ  תַּ
who had once learned in the 
 Despite having left the .יְשִיבָה
לְמִיד the ,יְשִיבָה  unfailingly תַּ
devoted a portion of his day to a 
serious learning סֵדֶר. At his 
advanced age, travel was very 
difficult for R' Ruderman. By the 
time he arrived at the תוּנָה  he ,חַּ
was utterly exhausted. When he 
saw the לְמִיד  he told him, “Even ,תַּ

though it was extremely difficult 
for me to travel, I made the 
special effort because I have 
heard that since you left the 
 קוֹבֵעַּ עִתִים לְתוֹרָה you are יְשִיבָה
each day.” These sincere words 
from the ראֹש יְשִיבָה  so uplifted 
the חָתָן that even today, over 20 
years later, he is seriously 
devoted to his learning סֵדֶר. 
 R' Ruderman, ״ל צַּ  was זַּ
the ultimate רֶבִי, who guided 
thousands of successful לְמִידִים   .תַּ
He once explained the secret of 
his success: “We are taught that 
לְמִידִים  are like sons; just as a תַּ
son never stops being a son, 
neither does a לְמִיד  stop being a תַּ
לְמִיד   ”.תַּ
 My לְמִיד  תוֹרָה just like ,תַּ
learning is so different from your 
secular studies so too are your 
בֵייִם  R' Ruderman taught his .רַּ
לְמִידִים  that his most successful תַּ
לְמִידִים  are those who תַּ
understand/realize the 
relationship to a רֶבִי and תוֹרָה. It 
does not end on the last day of 
 but rather continues for a ,יְשִיבָה
lifetime and beyond. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בִידִידוּת 

A letter from Rebbi — based on interviews An Ahavas Chesed Moment

 The latest Pirchei Newsletter 
contest, which began in the weeks 
leading up to ה לַת הַתּוֹרָּ  is ,קַבָּ
designed to make your ת  עֶרֶב שַבָּ
fulfilling and memorable, especially 
in these difficult times. During the 
next few weeks, learn at least 45 
minutes before ה ת every מִנְחָּ  ,עֶרֶב שַבָּ
in your home, ה ית  or local יְשִיבָּ בֵּ
ש  Learn for an hour or more .מִדְרָּ
and get an additional raffle entry. 
There is no particular לִמּוּד to learn 
— you can even review  א שְנַיִם מִקְרָּ
ד תַּרְגּוּם  If you arrange for a .וְאֶחָּ
group to learn on the phone, and 
have a שִעוּר to learn about  הִלְכוֹת
ת ת or שַבָּ  you will receive ,קִדּוּשַת שַבָּ
an extra raffle entry. The contest is 
open for all ages up to 12th grade. To 
participate in the program, please 
ask your parent or Rebbi to send an 
email each week to 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com by 
Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a 
beautiful set of  אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת מִקְרָּ
שִים  !חוּמָּ

Contestants so far: 
Grade 3 — Elazar Englard; Yeshiva 

Ohr Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 4 — Yaakov Zev Greenfield; 
Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, 

MD.  
Grade 5 — Menachem Blejer; 
Yeshiva Elementary; North Miami 

Beach, FL.  
Grade 6 — Moshe Shmuel Guttman; 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, 
NY; Shmuel Yitzchok Rothman; 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far 

Rockaway, NY.  
Grade 8 — Benjamin Sardar, Yaakov 
Raful; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 

Brooklyn, NY. 

6th Annual Pirchei עֶרֶב שַׁבָּת 
Learning Contest 5780



A Man of the PeopleLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

אֵר חֲפָרוּהָ שָרִים  בָר כ:כג… בְּ בָר מַתָנָה )בַמִדְּ כד(.-וּמִמִדְּ  
 A well that the princes dug … a gift from the Wilderness. 
 What is the meaning of “… a gift from the Wilderness”? If 
one makes oneself like this wilderness which everyone treads upon 
[i.e.,  he  is  genuinely  humble],  then  the  תוֹרָה  is  given  to  him  as 
a gift (.ערובין נד). 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 There were countless occasions when R' Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach זַצַ״ל served as the דָק רִית at a סַנְּ רִית At one .בְּ  מוֹהֵל the ,בְּ
announced the name of each person who was accorded an honor. He 
called out, “Honored with being דָק  is Maran (Our Guide) HoRav סַנְּ
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, שַלִיטָ״א!” In a public setting, the term מָרָן 
is usually reserved for a leader of the generation. 
 That night, the מוֹהֵל received a phone call. “Good evening, 
this is Shlomo Zalman speaking.” 
 “Shlomo Zalman? I know many Shlomo Zalmans! To whom 
do I have the pleasure of speaking?” 
 “Maran Shlomo Zalman!” came the reply. The מוֹהֵל realized 
immediately who the caller was. R' Shlomo Zalman then continued, 
“Please, I beg of you, if I am דָק רִית again at a סַנְּ  ,מוֹהֵל where you are בְּ
do not announce me as מָרָן. If it happens again, I fear that I will have 
to think twice before being דָק  when you are doing the סַנְּ
announcing.” 
 On one occasion, a unique situation forced R' Shlomo 
Zalman to refer to himself as a person of prominence. A mentally 
disturbed teenaged boy had to be placed in an institution for such 
children. However, when the boy’s parents informed him of this, the 
boy became unruly and insisted that he would not allow himself to be 
brought there. The parents sought the counsel of R' Shlomo Zalman, 
who agreed with their decision and asked that the boy be brought to 
him. 
 Lovingly, R' Shlomo Zalman took the boy’s hand in his own 
and said, “You know, I am a great rabbi, and therefore, I have the 

authority to confer מִיכָה  .upon you and make you a rabbi as well סְּ
And now that you are a rabbi, I am assigning you a very important 
job: When you go to live in that school with other children, you will 
check on the רוּת  of the food that is served, and you will also make כַשְּ
sure that the other children learn.” 
 The boy was very happy with this idea and the problem was 
solved. 
 In רוּשָלַיִם  עֶרֶב פֶסַח some two years ago, on the morning of יְּ
Menashe Cohen suddenly realized that he had not taken a haircut. 
 .from midday עֶרֶב פֶסַח prohibits cutting hair on הֲלָכָה
 Menashe rushed down the stairs of his home and headed 
for the local barber shop. As Menashe had expected, the shop was 
crowded with customers, each one patiently waiting for his turn. 
Menashe was tense; there was so much that he had to do in 
preparation for יוֹם טוֹב. He certainly could not afford to wait at least 
an hour until his turn would come. Menashe approached the barber, 
a pleasant, non-chareidi Jew, and asked him if he could take care of 
some errands and return in time for his turn. 
 “I’m sorry,” the man replied, “but that is not how it works 
in this barber shop. If you leave, you lose your turn.” 
 “But you must understand,” Menashe pleaded, “I have so 
many things to take care of …” 
 “Let me tell you something,” the barber replied, kindly. 
“Every month, R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach came here for a haircut. I 
knew that it is not easy for him to walk here, and so I offered to go to 
his house and give him the haircut there. He told me, ‘As long as my 
feet can carry me, I will come to you, and not the other way around.’ 
In all the years that he came here for haircuts, not once did R' 
Auerbach ever permit himself to take his haircut out of turn. As far as 
R' Auerbach was concerned, he was no different from anyone else. 
And you are asking me to make an exception for you?” 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

צָרִים ין הַמְּ מָא: בֵּ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

  ספר אהבת חסד חלק א פרק א:ז
*One is obligated to lend money, even if the same person repeatedly 
comes to the door requesting a loan [and repays it]. One should see the 
 of lending being comparable to a business deal. Does any מִצְוָה
businessman refuse to sell to a repeat customer where they are making a 
large profit on each sale? Similarly, even if the same person asks for a 
loan, even a 100 times or more, each time one fulfills  :ן לוֹ )ע׳ רַשִ״י נָתוֹן תִתֵּ
אָה פְעָמִים( ה  ,ends פָסוּק surely give to him…The ,הַיְנוּ אֲפִלוּ מֵּ כִי בִגְלַל הַדָבָר הַזֶּ

כְךָ ד׳ …יְבָרֶּ , because of this … ד׳ will bless you! 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov. 

ץ חַיִים Preface: The — פְתִיחָה  continues that there are circumstances where by not חָפֵּ
lending one is ר ה the עוֹבֵּ  to stand idly and watch your fellow Jew ,לאֹ תַעֲמֹד וגו׳ of לאֹ תַעֲשֶּ
suffer. Preventing a person from being hurt by lending him money to help repay a loan, 
is an obligation based on the אִסּוּר of ָך עֶּ  .לאֹ תַעֲמֹד עַל דַם רֵּ

 During צָרִים ין הַמְּ ט׳  -י״ז תַמוּז  the three weeks from) בֵּ
אָב עוּדַת  one should not make a party, unless it is a ,(בְּ סְּ
וָה   .מִצְּ

 There are those who are of the opinion that even for a 
וָה עוּדַת מִצְּ  one should not have a live band. Some even סְּ
forbid playing a tape with music at a וָה עוּדַת מִצְּ  .סְּ

1. Who sent emissaries to ask permission to pass through סִיחוֹן? 
One סוּק ה says פָּ אֵל another says ,(20:14) מֹשֶׁ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  .(21:21) בְּ

2. What is the famous Aramaic saying that means “If you are the 
one who brought out an idea, then you should carry it out”? 

ֶׁה .1 ָּאֵל and מֹש ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  is equal to his נָּשִיא are one and the same. This teaches that a ב
generation. They are interchangeable. ְׁרָאֵל ִּש ְׁלַח י ִּש  (21:21) ד״ה וַי

ָּא .2 ְּק ְּוַנ ֶׁהֱוֵי פַר ָּא אִיהוּ ל ְּת ְּאִגַר ְּיָּנָּא ד  the one who reads the letter [i.e. proclaims the - קַר
message in public], let him be the messenger [to carry out its contents].   ְׁא ד״ה וַיַר
ְׁחָס ִּינ  (25:7) פ
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Sage Sayings*

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

The Steipler אוֹן  once wrote a letter to R' Yaakov Yitzchak ,זַצַ״ל ,גָּ
Ruderman, זַצַ״ל, praising him on his סֵפֶר עֲבוֹדַת הַלֵוִי, and 
encouraging the ה רִים to write more such ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ  After .סְפָּ
showing the letter to a תַלְמִיד, R’ Ruderman explained his 
thoughts. “ רִים װִי עֲבוֹדַת אִיכאָבּ געֶנוּג חִדּוּשִׁים צוּ שׁרײַבּן נאָךְ צעֶן סְפָּ
 to write another ten volumes like חִדּוּשִׁים I have enough — הַלֵוִי
רִים  — ,עֲבוֹדַת הַלֵוִי מײַנעֶ  -אָבּעֶר יעֶצט שׁרײַבּ אִיךְ לעֶבּעֶדיקעֶ סְפָּ
רִים but I am now writing living — תַלְמִידִים!   ”!תַלְמִידִים my ,סְפָּ

Source: Yated Ne’eman 

Dear Talmid, 
 Every לְמִיד  of R' Yaakov תַּ
Yitzchok Ruderman, ״ל צַּ  ,זַּ
whether still in יְשִיבָה or not, 
knew that the first question they 
would be asked was, “ נוּ, װאָס
 So, what are you – לעֶרנסטוּ?
learning?” The ראֹש יְשִיבָה felt that 
no matter what a לְמִיד  was תַּ
doing in his life, תוֹרָה learning 
was absolutely essential and he 
demanded their commitment to 
 Therefore, he would not .תוֹרָה
continue with a conversation 
until he was updated on what the 
לְמִיד  was learning. He derived תַּ
the greatest ת  from hearing נַּחַּ
that his לְמִידִים  were all involved תַּ
in learning.  
 When the ראֹש יְשִיבָה was 
already 84 years old and infirm 
he decided that he wanted to 
travel to the תוּנָה לְמִיד of a חַּ  תַּ
who had once learned in the 
 Despite having left the .יְשִיבָה
לְמִיד the ,יְשִיבָה  unfailingly תַּ
devoted a portion of his day to a 
serious learning סֵדֶר. At his 
advanced age, travel was very 
difficult for R' Ruderman. By the 
time he arrived at the תוּנָה  he ,חַּ
was utterly exhausted. When he 
saw the לְמִיד  he told him, “Even ,תַּ

though it was extremely difficult 
for me to travel, I made the 
special effort because I have 
heard that since you left the 
 קוֹבֵעַּ עִתִים לְתוֹרָה you are יְשִיבָה
each day.” These sincere words 
from the ראֹש יְשִיבָה  so uplifted 
the חָתָן that even today, over 20 
years later, he is seriously 
devoted to his learning סֵדֶר. 
 R' Ruderman, ״ל צַּ  was זַּ
the ultimate רֶבִי, who guided 
thousands of successful לְמִידִים   .תַּ
He once explained the secret of 
his success: “We are taught that 
לְמִידִים  are like sons; just as a תַּ
son never stops being a son, 
neither does a לְמִיד  stop being a תַּ
לְמִיד   ”.תַּ
 My לְמִיד  תוֹרָה just like ,תַּ
learning is so different from your 
secular studies so too are your 
בֵייִם  R' Ruderman taught his .רַּ
לְמִידִים  that his most successful תַּ
לְמִידִים  are those who תַּ
understand/realize the 
relationship to a רֶבִי and תוֹרָה. It 
does not end on the last day of 
 but rather continues for a ,יְשִיבָה
lifetime and beyond. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בִידִידוּת 

A letter from Rebbi — based on interviews An Ahavas Chesed Moment

 The latest Pirchei Newsletter 
contest, which began in the weeks 
leading up to ה לַת הַתּוֹרָּ  is ,קַבָּ
designed to make your ת  עֶרֶב שַבָּ
fulfilling and memorable, especially 
in these difficult times. During the 
next few weeks, learn at least 45 
minutes before ה ת every מִנְחָּ  ,עֶרֶב שַבָּ
in your home, ה ית  or local יְשִיבָּ בֵּ
ש  Learn for an hour or more .מִדְרָּ
and get an additional raffle entry. 
There is no particular לִמּוּד to learn 
— you can even review  א שְנַיִם מִקְרָּ
ד תַּרְגּוּם  If you arrange for a .וְאֶחָּ
group to learn on the phone, and 
have a שִעוּר to learn about  הִלְכוֹת
ת ת or שַבָּ  you will receive ,קִדּוּשַת שַבָּ
an extra raffle entry. The contest is 
open for all ages up to 12th grade. To 
participate in the program, please 
ask your parent or Rebbi to send an 
email each week to 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com by 
Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a 
beautiful set of  אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת מִקְרָּ
שִים  !חוּמָּ

Contestants so far: 
Grade 3 — Elazar Englard; Yeshiva 

Ohr Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 4 — Yaakov Zev Greenfield; 
Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, 

MD.  
Grade 5 — Menachem Blejer; 
Yeshiva Elementary; North Miami 

Beach, FL.  
Grade 6 — Moshe Shmuel Guttman; 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, 
NY; Shmuel Yitzchok Rothman; 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far 

Rockaway, NY.  
Grade 8 — Benjamin Sardar, Yaakov 
Raful; Yeshivat Ateret Torah; 

Brooklyn, NY. 
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Rabbi Dovid Barkin zt”l was a popular maggid 
shiur in Telshe Yeshiva. Every day after the 

shiur, he would walk home accompanied by his 
talmidim, with whom he would speak in learning.

 As the rebbi walked towards his room..

One day after the shiur...

Rabbosai! 
I ask you mechilah in 

advance. It’s been so nice 
walking home accompanied 

by you every day. But as 
of today, we will have to 
discontinue this minhag.

Oy, 
what’s 

wrong?

Rabbosai! did you 
hear what Moshe just 

asked? You know, this time 
is so precious to me… I 

always hear some chiddush 
on this walk!

 Rebbi, we 
also enjoy 

walking with you 
every day!

thank 
you! The feeling 

is definitely 
mutual.

What 
happened?

But Rebbi... 
we all know how 

you enjoy walking 
together with the 

talmidim every day! 
What changed?

Rebbi, Rebbi... 
Why the change in 
such a beautiful 

minhag?

My son, you 
are so right... but 

you should know I 
spent a long time on 

this decision.

Rebbi, 
please forgive me, but 

we all would appreciate if 
Rebbi would explain to us why 

there was a change. We are 
your talmidim and want to 

learn from our rebbi’s 
actions.

R’ Dovid was born in Chicago to R’ Kalman, a רב and talmid of Slabodka, and 
Golda Barkin. At the age of 11 he went to Telshe, Cleveland, and was greatly 
influenced by R’ Hershel Baron. He became a talmid muvhak of R’ Mordechai 
Gifter and R’ Pesach Stein. He went to Ponevezh in 1966 and became very 
close with R’ Shach. Based on a letter from R’ Gifter proposing his שידוך, 
and on the advice of R’ Yechezkel Levenstein, he returned Cleveland. At 22, 
he married Miriam, R’ Elya Meir Bloch’s daughter. R’ Shach would send his 
 After .מתמיד and גאון to R’ Dovid for review and he was renowned as aכתבים
the ראש הישיבה’s פטירה, R’ Shach advised him to stay in Cleveland. Some of his 
extremely popular shiurim are extremely popular are printed in ספר אהבת דוד.

כ“ט כסלו    2006 - 1945   5767 - 5705

What 
could be the 

reason?

I have my 
reason, but 
that’s how I 

understand it 
has to be…

 The talmid remembered how his beloved Rebbi enjoyed 
the company of his talmidim on his daily walk home …

The talmid continued to 
ask his beloved Rebbi…

R’ Dovid heard the sincere request from his talmid 
and explained his unusual but selfless action.

Ok... you are right. I really do enjoy 
when you all walk me home. However, I thought 
that perhaps the other rebbeim feel slighted. I 

noticed some Rebbeim walk home alone. Imagine if 
our walk might cause someone else to feel even the 

smallest bit of pain! I think it is best for you all 
to ask questions later.

בס״ד
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ל …  שְרָאֵׁ י יִּ י בְנֵׁ ינֵׁ י לְעֵׁ נִּ ישֵׁ י לְהַקְדִּ דְבָר כ:יב…)יַעַן לאֹ הֶאֱמַנְתֶם בִּ (.בַמִּ  
 … because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the 
eyes of the Bnei Yisrael … 
״י   אַהֲרֹן and מֹשֶה s complaint against’ה׳ explains that רַשִּ
stemmed from the fact that had they spoken to the rock, as they were 
commanded, it would have brought forth water and ה׳’s Name would 
have been sanctified. ל שְרָאֵׁ  would have said, “If this rock, which כְלַל יִּ
neither speaks nor hears and does not require food to survive, fulfills 
the word of ה׳, how much more so should we fulfill His word!” 
 While this may be true, the words expressed in the תוֹרָה in 
criticizing them, because you did not believe in Me, are difficult.  מֹשֶה
ינוּ  s Divine decree’ה׳ accepted אַהֲרֹן .was the greatest believer רַבֵׁ
against his sons with utmost faith. To say that they did not believe is 
difficult to say the least. Furthermore, how does someone speaking to 
the rock instead of hitting it constitute a greater source of 
sanctification of ה׳’s Name? Was speaking a greater miracle than 
hitting the rock? In any event, they both defy the laws of nature. They 
seem like equal miracles. What more is there to consider? 
 Horav Zaidel Epstein, זַצַ״ל, offers a deep insight, 
distinguishing between the two. Although either hitting a rock or 
speaking to it do not seem so different, there is a difference. Speaking 
to the rock and causing water to emerge, can be considered an act 
that is closer to רָצוֹן, a willing act. However, causing water to run as a 

result of hitting the rock is an act of ח  compulsion, force. Both acts ,הֶכְרֵׁ
teach the importance of listening to the דְבַר ה׳, word of G-d. However, 
if we only understand that one must listen to ה׳ when he is under 
duress, the lesson is not as compelling as learning the importance of 
listening to ה׳ willingly. מֹשֶה and אַהֲרֹן failed to teach the complete 
lesson, and this was reason enough to prevent מֹשֶה from entering  אֶרֶץ
ל שְרָאֵׁ  .יִּ
 We also see from here the depth of ין  ה׳ justice, which ,דִּ
demands of the righteous. For anyone else, hitting the rock to cause 
water to run would have constituted a דוּש ה׳  he could have ,מֹשֶה For .קִּ
delivered a greater, more penetrating lesson — and he did not. This 
action was referred to as one of a non-believer. 
 We can learn from this sad incident that a person is judged 
based on his abilities. Even if a person has done much, if he could have 
done more than what he has done, it is not enough. Imagine two great 
יבָה י יְשִּ  disseminators of the highest degree, who have תוֹרָה both ,רָאשֵׁ
each successfully prepared a generation of students in תוֹרָה 
scholarship. If one had been granted greater talent and superior 
abilities to the other, it is possible that he will be taken to task for not 
doing more. 
      Success is measured by what a person has accomplished relative to 
what that person could have achieved. 

Adapted from: Peninm on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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 .was born in Dolhinov, Russia זַצַ״ל Ruderman ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִצְחָק הַלֵוִי
He studied in יְשִיבַת כְנֶסֶת יִשְרָאֵל in Slobodka, under ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי 
Finkel זַצַ״ל (the Alter) and ר׳ מֹשֶה מָרְדְכַי Epstein זַצַ״ל. About the 

year 1926, he published his only written work, עֲבוֹדַת הַלֵוִי. In 1930, he 
joined his father-in-law, R' Sheftel Kramer’s יְשִיבָה in Cleveland, Ohio. In 
1933, he moved to Baltimore and founded the Ner Israel יְשִיבָה. He served 
as its ראֹש יְשִיבָה for 54 years, until his פְטִירָה. He also was a member of 
the מוֹעֶצֶת of America. His תַלְמִידִים published 2 volumes posthumously: 
 and מִנְחַת חִנּוּךְ on the חִדוּשֵי תוֹרָה his ,מַשְאַת לֵוִי and ,פָרָשָה on the שִיחוֹת לֵוִי
other areas. He was a true תוֹרָה visionary and his boundless love to his 
 .were legendary כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל and תַלְמִידִים

 י״ד תמוז
5661 – 5747 
1901 – 1987 

 In 1982, a close לְמִיד  'came to R תַּ
Ruderman’s home. When he greeted the 
 he noticed a sad expression ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה
on his  רֶבִי’s face. The ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה 
explained, “I just heard that R' Schneur 
Kotler is sick. The גְמָרָא says, that if a 
לְמִיד חָכָם  for ד׳ is sick, one must beg תַּ
his recovery to the extent that one must 
‘become sick over his plight.’” Right then and 
there, the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה burst into bitter tears! 
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Learning from our Leaders

פרשה: חקת-בלק     הפטרה: ויאמר שמואל…...  לכו ונלכה הגלגל... )שמואל א יא:יד-יב:כב(

אבות פרק ה'     דף יומי: שבת ק״כ     שבועות לראש השנה: 11

מצות עשה: 3 - 0   מצות לא תעשה: 0 - 0
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