
 On the night of Rosh Hashanah, R’ Yehuda and hisאלול
family gathered around the table on their roof 
for the festive Chag meal. While bringing the wine 
for kiddush to the table, R’ Yehuda’s wife tripped.

After hearing that there was no other 
wine, R’ Yehuda suggested that they 
continue with making kiddush on the 

challah. As he lifted the challah he knocked 
into the oil lamp, and all the oil splilled 
onto his special clothing for the chag.

After kiddush R’ Yehuda simply wiped up 
the oil and continued with the simanim.

Then, when it was time to serve the soup...

כ“ז אב    1942 - 1859   5702 - 5619

Hacham Yehuda Moshe Fetaya זצ״ל was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to R’ Moshe, a well-
known talmid hacham and mekubal. Growing up in his father’s home, he developed his 
spiritual roots, his thirst for תורה and his kind personality. In his youth, he studied at 
Midrash Talmud Torah, where he developed his extraordinary intellect and desire to 
learn תורה and keep מצוות. He learned in Bet Hamidrash Zilka under Hacham Shimon Agasi 
and Hacham Abdallah Somech, who gave him semihah as both a teacher and posek. At age 
25, he authored his first work on Kabbalah. He came to ירושלים in 1905, 1923 and finally 
in 1934. He was a תלמיד מבהק of the Ben Ish Hai. He authored Minhat Yehuda, among other 

works.

Oh, no! This is 
not a siman tov 
for the year..

...Tsk... this 
is the only wine we 
have... this is not a 

good start for the 
year..

What do you mean? 
There is nothing good 
that has happened and 
we’re only at the first 

meal of the year...

The importance of not getting 
angry on Rosh Hashanah is well 

known. All the bounty for the next 
year depends on this day. Hashem has 

sent us a special opportunity so 
that we will merit a beautiful and 

successful year!

on this we 
say...shanah tovah 

umetukah...

Hashem 
yishmor...

This is a 
special seudah 

that is going to 
bring tremendous 
berachah for the 

year...

...V’romamtanu 
mikol lashon...

vatiten 
lanu...b’ahavah...

This is a 
good siman - It is 

a siman berachah to 
have a house where 

wine spills like 
water.

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

 ,was born in the Verboi ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל
Czechoslovakia to  ְיֶחְזֵקאל ַאְבָרָהםר׳  (the city's ָרב) and ֶשִרל. 
He was taught by his father before being sent to the 

Pressburg ְיִשיָבה, where he became a ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of the ְכַתב סֹוֵפר. He also 
learned by  ַאֲהֹרן ִיְצָחקר׳  Landsberg (Grosswardein). ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב קָאּפל married 
the daughter of ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל Shveir (ָרב in Sobotitch). When his father-in-law 
was ִנְפָטר in 1860, ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל became ָרב. In 1872, he was appointed ָרב in 
his native city of Verboi, and then, in 1890, he became ָרב and רַאַב״ד of 
Budapest. A brilliant ַלְמָדן and orator, ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל valiantly fought to build a 
thriving orthodox community ַעל ַטַהַרת ַהקֹוֶדש. A few of his ִחדּוֵשי תֹוָרה are 
found in ַעֶטֶרת ָּפז (written by his son-in-law ר׳ ָמְרְדַכי ֶאְפַרִים זּוְסַמן ַזַצ״ל). 

 י״ז  אלול
5598 – 5689 
1838 – 1929 

The highlighted ָרָשה  at any public event was דְּ
the ָרָשה  It was .ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל of דְּ
inspiring, thought provoking, and 
delivered in a unique oratory style.  ר׳
 s einikel once found him pacing’ַיֲעֹקב
back and forth, quietly repeating an 
upcoming ָרָשה  ָבחּור Bewildered, the .דְּ
asked, “Zaidy, you give hundreds of 
ָרשֹות  do you still need to prepare?” His ;דְּ
Zaidy explained one of his secrets, “By now I 
suppose I know what to say, but I still always need to 
prepare what to leave out and not to say!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ְוָהִייָת ַרק ְלַמְעָלה ְולֹא ִתְהֶיה ְלָמָטה   
   … And you will be only on top and not on the bottom. 
 (ְדָבִרים כח:יג)
 A person cannot be on top and on the bottom at the 
same time. Why then does the ּתֹוָרה have to tell us that “you 
will be only on top and not on the bottom”? 
    ַיְעֵבץ of ְּתִפָלה of Lublin explains with the ַרב ָצדֹוק ַהֹכֵהן 
 If You will — ִאם ָבֵרְך ְּתָבְרֵכִני ְוִהְרִביָת ֶאת ְגבּוִלי“ ,(ִדְבֵרי ַהָיִמים א׳, ד:י)
bless me and You extend my borders.” What exactly did ַיְעֵבץ 
mean when he asked for both a blessing and for an extension of 
his borders? ַרב ָצדֹוק explains that people may be given 
tremendous ְבָרכֹות. However, if they are not properly equipped 
to handle them, the ְבָרכֹות can destroy their lives. ַיְעֵבץ asked ד׳ 
for a blessing, but, prudently, he also asked ד׳ to extend his 
borders. ַיְעֵבץ asked to become a bigger, better and wiser 
person, a man of deeper understanding and broader horizons, a 
man who would be the master of his ְבָרכֹות. 
 People who receive ְבָרכֹות are not always equipped to 
handle them. There are some people who win the lottery. One 
day they were bagging groceries and the next day they are 

multimillionaires. How are they affected? Often their lives fall 
apart. The lottery winner has not changed, his horizons have 
not broadened. He is still the same worker, just with a few 
more dollars in his bank account. He does not know how to deal 
with several million dollars, and so, it destroys his life. 
 How, then, does one become a bigger person? The 
 If You“ :ַיְעֵבץ of ְּתִפָלה based on the (ְּתמּוָרה ט״ז.) explains ְגָמָרא
will bless me with ּתֹוָרה and expand my borders with ַּתְלִמיִדים. If 
You give me ַיְעֵבץ ",ּתֹוָרה davened, "please also give me ַּתְלִמיִדים 
with whom to share it." A competent ֶרִבי needs his growth in 
 ַּתְלִמיִדים His .ַּתְלִמיִדים to be together with that of his ּתֹוָרה
question him and help analyze his thoughts. ַיְעֵבץ was asking 
that together with his ַּתְלִמיִדים he would be the most successful 
in broadening his understanding in ּתֹוָרה learning.  
 This is what the ּתֹוָרה means: ד׳ will give us numerous 
 however, we will only be on top and He will make sure ;ְבָרכֹות
that we do not remain on the bottom — little people with ְבָרכֹות 
too big to handle. As we grow in our ְבָרכֹות, so also, He will help 
us grow and mature to appreciate the ְבָרכֹות properly. 

Adapted from: The Pleasant Way (with kind permission from R’ Sholom Smith) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

 :on the message of a catastrophic time ְגדֹוִלים from ִהְתעֹוְררּות and ִחּזּוק
 During the weeks leading up to נָׁה  this column will ,רֹאׁש ַהׁשָׁ
continue to feature some timeless ה דֹוֵלי  messages from our ּתֹורָׁ גְּ
ֵאל רָׁ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for ,ִישְּ
the better during these unprecedented times.  

ַות  ֲעֵשה  ִמן  הַ  ה ִמצְּ עֹוק   ּתֹורָׁ בֹא ַעל ַהִצּבּור …  ִלזְּ ּתָׁ ה ׁשֶׁ רָׁ ל צָׁ ל ִאם לֹא … ַעל כָׁ ַאבָׁ
ֲעקּו  נּו  …  ִיזְּ ם ִאיַרע לָׁ עֹולָׁ ג הָׁ הָׁ ה ֵמִמנְּ ר זֶׁ בָׁ רּו דָׁ א יֹאמְּ לָׁ ִריּות …  אֶׁ זָׁ ְך ַאכְּ רֶׁ ַהֵרי זּו דֶׁ

רֹות ַאֵחרֹות.…  ה צָׁ רָׁ ּתֹוִסיף ַהצָׁ וְּ  
 It is a א תָׁ אֹוַריְּ ַות ֲעֵשה דְּ  to gather together as a] ,ִמצְּ
community] to wake up and repent … when any communal tragic 
event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says 
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … [since it 
causes] additional calamities to occur ( ק א:א רֶׁ כֹות ַּתֲעִנית פֶׁ ַּב״ם ִהלְּ ג-ַרמְּ ).   
 In the last few decades ֵאל רָׁ ַלל ִישְּ  and the rest world have כְּ
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His 
message?  R’ Pam ַזַצ״ל would explain that although ד׳ knows that we 
have no ִביִאים  who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still נְּ
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message, 
and we must start by fixing our own faults. 

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
ִביא  יָׁהּו ַהנָׁ ַׁשעְּ ת  ,says יְּ ה אֶׁ דָׁ ר פָׁ ל ֵּבית ַיֲעֹקב ֲאׁשֶׁ ַמר ד׳ אֶׁ ֵכן ֹכה אָׁ לָׁ
ם הָׁ רָׁ ם Who redeemed ,ד׳ Therefore, so said — ַאבְּ הָׁ רָׁ  to the house of ,ַאבְּ
ׁש The .(כט:כב) … ַיֲעקֹב רָׁ  ’offers a fascinating translation. [When R ִמדְּ
Aharon Kotler would quote this ׁש רָׁ  he would emphasize its ִמדְּ
powerful message.] ם הָׁ רָׁ ָאִבינּו ַאבְּ  survived the fiery furnace because 
[in the merit] of the building of the House of ַיֲעקֹב [his future 
generations]. 
ַלל   ֵאלכְּ רָׁ ִישְּ  passed many trials and tribulations from the time 
ׁש exiled us from ד׳ ץ ַהֹקדֶׁ רֶׁ  But none of them .(the Holy Land) אֶׁ
compare to the fiery furnace that ֵאל רָׁ ַלל ִישְּ  endured from 1939 to כְּ
1944. Today (this was written in May 2005), sixty years later, it is still 
too early for us to assess its damage. It is far beyond human 
comprehension. 
 … The survivors all realized that they had to overcome and 
conquer their personal feelings … They had to wrestle with the 
difficulty of getting up every morning, burdened with the memory of 
what they had lost. 

 But they had a mission … in most cases, under very difficult 
conditions, in an alien country … In America, the situation was similar. 
Yet the survivors were dedicated to rebuilding … They formed an 
army of giants — individuals who were able to maintain their strong 
 .despite the Divine concealment that they experienced ,ד׳ in ֱאמּונָׁה
Where did they derive their strength from? 
 There are two parts of one פָׁסּוק that tell us about the 
fundamental difference between the reactions of ַיֲעקֹב and ו  to a ֵעשָׁ
loss: ִזיד ד ַיֲעקֹב נָׁ הּוא  cooked a stew, and ַיֲעקֹב and ,ַויָׁזֶׁ ה וְּ דֶׁ ו ִמן ַהשָׁ ַויָׁבֹא ֵעשָׁ
ֵיף ו and ,עָׁ ֵראִׁשית כה:כט) came from the field, and he was tired ֵעשָׁ  .(ּבְּ
This took place on the day that ם הָׁ רָׁ ָאִבינּו ַאבְּ  left the world. ע ׁשָׁ רָׁ ו הָׁ  ,ֵעשָׁ
with his sharp mind, could not comprehend the death of his 
grandfather, and proclaimed, “This old sage was smitten with the 
strict measure of justice. There is neither justice nor a Judge.” This 
notion of a leaderless world brought out the worst in him. As ֲחַז״ל tell 
us, ו  .that day ֲעֵברֹות committed five major ֵעשָׁ
 What did  ָאִבינּוַיֲעקֹב  do? כָׁה ֵבל dictates that the ֲהלָׁ  eats a אָׁ
ה עּודָׁ  when he comes home from the burial. The components of the סְּ
ה עּודָׁ ַמִים are all indicators of סְּ ַלת ִדין ׁשָׁ  s judgment’ד׳ acceptance of ,ַקּבָׁ
and declaration of the intention to continue life in accordance with 
 said, “Some approach a difficulty ַזַצ״ל s Will … As R’ Avigdor Miller’ד׳
as an excuse for failure, and some perceive it as an impetus for 
growth!”… If when confronting a moment of difficulty, one accepts it 
as a challenge, ד׳ endows a human being with a ה בּורָׁ  that mortals are גְּ
not believed to possess …  
 R' Moshe Prager ַזַצ״ל documents the astounding inner 
strength of our nation (Those Who Did Not Yield). Can any other 
nation comprehend such ה בּורָׁ  ?inner strength, let alone duplicate it ,גְּ
… Our community used its funds to build living memorials — ִׁשיבֹות  יְּ
and ֵּבית ַיֲעֹקב’s, ִלים ה and כֹולְּ קֹומֹות ַהּתֹורָׁ  as well as institutions of ,מְּ
ד סֶׁ   … unrivalled in the past חֶׁ
ִביא  יָׁהּו ַהנָׁ ַׁשעְּ רּו ,continues יְּ ֱחוָׁ נָׁיו יֶׁ ה פָׁ לֹא ַעּתָׁ ה ֵיבֹוׁש ַיֲעקֹב וְּ  לֹא ַעּתָׁ
 ,will not be ashamed now, and his face will not be pale. Now ַיֲעקֹב —
when he sees his children … With these children, we will be marching 
to welcome ֵקנּו ִׁשיַח ִצדְּ ֵני מָׁ דֹוִׁשים  and there unite with all those פְּ קְּ
הֹוִרים  .ּוטְּ

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָמא: ֶאלוּול ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

 ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ב׳:ב׳
*The ִמְצָוה of ְגִמילּות ֲחָסִדים, acts of kindness (e.g., lending), as applicable 
to a woman depends on her marital status. A married woman is 
required to receive her husband’s explicit permission before lending 
money, unless the amount is minimal. A married woman may lend out 
household items that are commonly borrowed, even if somewhat costly 
(e.g., a mixer, etc.), without explicit permission from her husband. A 
wife that encourages her husband to be involved in the ִמְצָוה of  ְגִמילּות
   .will share in his reward ֲחָסִדים
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ַזַצ״ל once received money to daven for a rich, childless 
woman. He returned the money and wrote, "I received the letter with the money…the 
wrote that the lady gave the money. I suspected that this was without her husband ָרב ’s 
permission. Of course, I will still daven for her…”  

• The most preferable time to begin ְסִליחֹות is in the last 
three hours of the night — the watch before ַחר  .ֲעלֹות ַהשָּׁ

• There is a well-accepted ג  after ְסִליחֹות to start the first ִמְנהָּׁ

midnight on מֹוצש״ק. One reason is that we want to begin 
with the ה ת of ִשְמחָּׁ  ְסִליחֹות therefore, we should say ;ַשבָּׁ
still dressed in ת  .clothing ַשבָּׁ

1. The סּוִקים  corresponding to 11 of the ,ֲארּוִרים list 11 specific פְּ
ָבִטים ֶבט Which .שְּ  ?Why ?ֹמֶשה was deliberately left out by שֵׁ

2. How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 
truly appreciate and understand his ֶרִבי? 

ְּעֹון did not have it in his heart to bless ֹמֶשה .1  before his death; therefore, he did ִשמ
not want a curse to correspond to his ֵֶׁבט ֶָּתר) ש ֵּהּו ַבס ֵּע  .(27:24 — ד״ה ַמכֵּה ר

2. The (29:3) ָפסּוק that starts ַָּדַעת ֵּב ל ֶָּכם ל ַעד ַהּיֹום  ends with the words  ְולֹא נַָּתן ה׳ ל
 explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of ַרִש״י .ַהֶזה
thinking until 40 years later (ָֹּבאּו  .(29:6 — ד״ה ַות
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings*

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

ָרָשה s annual’ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל  in the packed ז׳ ֲאָדר דְּ
Kazinczy Utcai main Shul would reduce the ִהָלה  ,to tears קְּ
reminiscing about the ִמדֹות טֹובֹות of members and ָרֵאל דֹוֵלי ִישְּ  גְּ
who passed away in the prior year. In his last year, when he was 
too weak to prepare, the ָרא ַקִדיָשא  still sent him their ֶחבְּ
customary nominal payment. ר׳ ַרײְך is reported to have joked, 
ִגָלה יח:(“ ֵרין )מְּ ּתֹוָקא ִבתְּ ֶסַלע, ַמשְּ  If a word is worth one — ִמָלה בְּ
אֹויב ַא װָארט ִאיז װֶערט אַײן ֶסַלע שװַײגן  — silence is worth two ,ֶסַלע
 Source: Heard around the Shabbos Table ”ִאיז װֶערט צװײ!

Dear Talmid, 
 ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל 
was recognized as the leading 
and respected  representative of 
Hungarian orthodoxy. The official 
title Orthodox Chief Rabbi of 
Budapest was never filled after 
his ִטיָרה  He was even chosen by .ּפְּ
Emperor Francis Joseph I as his 
royal councilor and was also the 
first Rabbi ever to represent the 
Orthodox Jewish community in 
the Upper House of Parliament.  
 s political’ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל 
rank and high esteem almost 
caused a major upset in the 
hierarchy of government. The 
then 89-year-old Rov was asked 
to stay away from the inaugural 
meeting. The issue was that he 
was the oldest statesman in the 
upper house of Parliament and 
the inaugural meeting was always 
opened by the current president 
(Ed. Note: It seems that his age 
automatically made him the 
president). The government did 
not want to risk the scandal that 
the upper house would be led by 
an orthodox rabbi, even if only 
for one day. ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל 
complied with the request and 
missed the first day of the 

meeting due to his “illness”.  
 As the ָרב and רַאַב״ד in 
Budapest, he dealt with many 
community-related issues. He 
established a community Cheder 
to teach ּתֹוָרה in the way of his 
forefathers and named it ַרת ּתֹו
 He also built an elaborate .ֱאֶמת
community complex of ָואֹות  ִמקְּ
and innovated and developed the 
concept of a community Jewish 
hospital, old-age home and a free 
[paid by communal funds]  ָרא ֶחבְּ
  .burial society ,ַקִדיָשא
  My ִמיד ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב  while ,ַּתלְּ
 s position as the’קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל
Orthodox Rabbi in the Hungarian 
Government is insignificant in 
today’s history books, his  ִסיַרת מְּ
 and ָרב in his capacity as the ֶנֶפש
 still bears fruit today. The רַאַב״ד
old age home, the ָוה  ,complex ִמקְּ
and the ַרת ֱאֶמתּתֹו  school are still 
the center of the orthodox 
community today. The  ָרא ֶחבְּ
 on ִסיּום fast and have their ַקִדיָשא
 and follow his tradition of ז׳ ֲאָדר
remembering members who 
recently passed away. This is our 
eternal ּתֹוָרה’s testimony of his 
selfless ִסיַרת ֶנֶפש  .מְּ

רֹו ָברּוְך! ִהי ִזכְּ    יְּ
ִדידּות יְּ  ֶרִבי Your                         ,בְּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Our Eternal Secret (R’ Shmuel Dishon שליט״א)

The latest Pirchei Newsletter which 
began in the weeks leading up to ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ  ,ַקבָּ
is designed to make your ת  fulfilling and ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
memorable, especially in these difficult times. 
During the next few weeks, learn at least 45 
minutes before ה ת every ִמְנחָּ  in your ,ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
home, ה ש or local ְיִשיבָּ ית ִמְדרָּ  Learn for an .בֵּ
hour or more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular ִלּמּוד to learn 
— you can even review  ד א ְוֶאחָּ ְשַנִים ִמְקרָּ
 If you arrange for a group to learn on .ַּתְרּגּום
the phone and have a ִשעּור to learn about 
ת ת or ִהְלכֹות ַשבָּ  you will receive an ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
extra entry in the raffle. The contest is open 
for all ages up to 12th grade. To participate, 
please ask your parent or Rebbi to email 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com by Monday 
2:00 pm. Please include your name, grade, 
ה  city, state, and contact # and your ,ְיִשיבָּ
name will be entered into a drawing for a 
beautiful set of ִשים אֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּומָּ  !ִמְקרָּ

Contestants so far: 
Grade 3 — Elazar Englard; Yeshiva Ohr 

Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 4 — Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Naftoli 
Mandelbaum; Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY.  
Grade 5 — Aron Tzvi Papoff; Yeshiva Tiferes 
Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Menachem Blejer; Yeshiva 

Elementary School; North Miami Beach, FL. 
Grade 6 — Moshe Shmuel Guttman; Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Yitzchok 
Rothman; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far 

Rockaway, NY.  
Grade 8 — Benjamin Sardar, Yaakov Raful; 

Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY. 

ִהִלים כ״ז) …ְלָדִוד ה׳ אֹוִרי ְוִיְשִעי  (תְּ  
ר ִויֵפַח ָחָמס. קֶׁ   ִכי ָקמּו ִבי ֵעֵדי שֶׁ

… for [my enemies] have arisen against me 
false witnesses who breathe violence.   

The current state of affairs in the UN bears 
testimony to the timelessness of ָדִוד ַהֶמֶלְך's 
words. Throughout the generations our 
enemies have made up false stories in order 
to arouse violence against ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ  R' Pam .כְּ
 gave his insight behind the creation of ַזַצ״ל
the UN )United Nations( that was formed in 
1945 after WWII. ֲחַז״ל tell us that at the time 
of  ַָמִשיח, the nations of the world will all try 
to claim that everything they developed was 
for ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ  will show each ד׳ .s benefit'כְּ
nation the records of their decrees against  
ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְּ ִהִלים ז:י״א וַרִש״י ָשם(בְּ  R' Pam .)ע' תְּ
explained that the “official” record of the 
193 member nations are recorded in the UN. 

6th Annual Pirchei ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת 
Learning Contest 5780

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

UnderstandingDavening



*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

 :on the message of a catastrophic time ְגדֹוִלים from ִהְתעֹוְררּות and ִחּזּוק
 During the weeks leading up to נָׁה  this column will ,רֹאׁש ַהׁשָׁ
continue to feature some timeless ה דֹוֵלי  messages from our ּתֹורָׁ גְּ
ֵאל רָׁ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for ,ִישְּ
the better during these unprecedented times.  

ַות  ֲעֵשה  ִמן  הַ  ה ִמצְּ עֹוק   ּתֹורָׁ בֹא ַעל ַהִצּבּור …  ִלזְּ ּתָׁ ה ׁשֶׁ רָׁ ל צָׁ ל ִאם לֹא … ַעל כָׁ ַאבָׁ
ֲעקּו  נּו  …  ִיזְּ ם ִאיַרע לָׁ עֹולָׁ ג הָׁ הָׁ ה ֵמִמנְּ ר זֶׁ בָׁ רּו דָׁ א יֹאמְּ לָׁ ִריּות …  אֶׁ זָׁ ְך ַאכְּ רֶׁ ַהֵרי זּו דֶׁ

רֹות ַאֵחרֹות.…  ה צָׁ רָׁ ּתֹוִסיף ַהצָׁ וְּ  
 It is a א תָׁ אֹוַריְּ ַות ֲעֵשה דְּ  to gather together as a] ,ִמצְּ
community] to wake up and repent … when any communal tragic 
event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says 
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … [since it 
causes] additional calamities to occur ( ק א:א רֶׁ כֹות ַּתֲעִנית פֶׁ ַּב״ם ִהלְּ ג-ַרמְּ ).   
 In the last few decades ֵאל רָׁ ַלל ִישְּ  and the rest world have כְּ
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His 
message?  R’ Pam ַזַצ״ל would explain that although ד׳ knows that we 
have no ִביִאים  who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still נְּ
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message, 
and we must start by fixing our own faults. 

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
ִביא  יָׁהּו ַהנָׁ ַׁשעְּ ת  ,says יְּ ה אֶׁ דָׁ ר פָׁ ל ֵּבית ַיֲעֹקב ֲאׁשֶׁ ַמר ד׳ אֶׁ ֵכן ֹכה אָׁ לָׁ
ם הָׁ רָׁ ם Who redeemed ,ד׳ Therefore, so said — ַאבְּ הָׁ רָׁ  to the house of ,ַאבְּ
ׁש The .(כט:כב) … ַיֲעקֹב רָׁ  ’offers a fascinating translation. [When R ִמדְּ
Aharon Kotler would quote this ׁש רָׁ  he would emphasize its ִמדְּ
powerful message.] ם הָׁ רָׁ ָאִבינּו ַאבְּ  survived the fiery furnace because 
[in the merit] of the building of the House of ַיֲעקֹב [his future 
generations]. 
ַלל   ֵאלכְּ רָׁ ִישְּ  passed many trials and tribulations from the time 
ׁש exiled us from ד׳ ץ ַהֹקדֶׁ רֶׁ  But none of them .(the Holy Land) אֶׁ
compare to the fiery furnace that ֵאל רָׁ ַלל ִישְּ  endured from 1939 to כְּ
1944. Today (this was written in May 2005), sixty years later, it is still 
too early for us to assess its damage. It is far beyond human 
comprehension. 
 … The survivors all realized that they had to overcome and 
conquer their personal feelings … They had to wrestle with the 
difficulty of getting up every morning, burdened with the memory of 
what they had lost. 

 But they had a mission … in most cases, under very difficult 
conditions, in an alien country … In America, the situation was similar. 
Yet the survivors were dedicated to rebuilding … They formed an 
army of giants — individuals who were able to maintain their strong 
 .despite the Divine concealment that they experienced ,ד׳ in ֱאמּונָׁה
Where did they derive their strength from? 
 There are two parts of one פָׁסּוק that tell us about the 
fundamental difference between the reactions of ַיֲעקֹב and ו  to a ֵעשָׁ
loss: ִזיד ד ַיֲעקֹב נָׁ הּוא  cooked a stew, and ַיֲעקֹב and ,ַויָׁזֶׁ ה וְּ דֶׁ ו ִמן ַהשָׁ ַויָׁבֹא ֵעשָׁ
ֵיף ו and ,עָׁ ֵראִׁשית כה:כט) came from the field, and he was tired ֵעשָׁ  .(ּבְּ
This took place on the day that ם הָׁ רָׁ ָאִבינּו ַאבְּ  left the world. ע ׁשָׁ רָׁ ו הָׁ  ,ֵעשָׁ
with his sharp mind, could not comprehend the death of his 
grandfather, and proclaimed, “This old sage was smitten with the 
strict measure of justice. There is neither justice nor a Judge.” This 
notion of a leaderless world brought out the worst in him. As ֲחַז״ל tell 
us, ו  .that day ֲעֵברֹות committed five major ֵעשָׁ
 What did  ָאִבינּוַיֲעקֹב  do? כָׁה ֵבל dictates that the ֲהלָׁ  eats a אָׁ
ה עּודָׁ  when he comes home from the burial. The components of the סְּ
ה עּודָׁ ַמִים are all indicators of סְּ ַלת ִדין ׁשָׁ  s judgment’ד׳ acceptance of ,ַקּבָׁ
and declaration of the intention to continue life in accordance with 
 said, “Some approach a difficulty ַזַצ״ל s Will … As R’ Avigdor Miller’ד׳
as an excuse for failure, and some perceive it as an impetus for 
growth!”… If when confronting a moment of difficulty, one accepts it 
as a challenge, ד׳ endows a human being with a ה בּורָׁ  that mortals are גְּ
not believed to possess …  
 R' Moshe Prager ַזַצ״ל documents the astounding inner 
strength of our nation (Those Who Did Not Yield). Can any other 
nation comprehend such ה בּורָׁ  ?inner strength, let alone duplicate it ,גְּ
… Our community used its funds to build living memorials — ִׁשיבֹות  יְּ
and ֵּבית ַיֲעֹקב’s, ִלים ה and כֹולְּ קֹומֹות ַהּתֹורָׁ  as well as institutions of ,מְּ
ד סֶׁ   … unrivalled in the past חֶׁ
ִביא  יָׁהּו ַהנָׁ ַׁשעְּ רּו ,continues יְּ ֱחוָׁ נָׁיו יֶׁ ה פָׁ לֹא ַעּתָׁ ה ֵיבֹוׁש ַיֲעקֹב וְּ  לֹא ַעּתָׁ
 ,will not be ashamed now, and his face will not be pale. Now ַיֲעקֹב —
when he sees his children … With these children, we will be marching 
to welcome ֵקנּו ִׁשיַח ִצדְּ ֵני מָׁ דֹוִׁשים  and there unite with all those פְּ קְּ
הֹוִרים  .ּוטְּ

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָמא: ֶאלוּול ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

 ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ב׳:ב׳
*The ִמְצָוה of ְגִמילּות ֲחָסִדים, acts of kindness (e.g., lending), as applicable 
to a woman depends on her marital status. A married woman is 
required to receive her husband’s explicit permission before lending 
money, unless the amount is minimal. A married woman may lend out 
household items that are commonly borrowed, even if somewhat costly 
(e.g., a mixer, etc.), without explicit permission from her husband. A 
wife that encourages her husband to be involved in the ִמְצָוה of  ְגִמילּות
   .will share in his reward ֲחָסִדים
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ַזַצ״ל once received money to daven for a rich, childless 
woman. He returned the money and wrote, "I received the letter with the money…the 
wrote that the lady gave the money. I suspected that this was without her husband ָרב ’s 
permission. Of course, I will still daven for her…”  

• The most preferable time to begin ְסִליחֹות is in the last 
three hours of the night — the watch before ַחר  .ֲעלֹות ַהשָּׁ

• There is a well-accepted ג  after ְסִליחֹות to start the first ִמְנהָּׁ

midnight on מֹוצש״ק. One reason is that we want to begin 
with the ה ת of ִשְמחָּׁ  ְסִליחֹות therefore, we should say ;ַשבָּׁ
still dressed in ת  .clothing ַשבָּׁ

1. The סּוִקים  corresponding to 11 of the ,ֲארּוִרים list 11 specific פְּ
ָבִטים ֶבט Which .שְּ  ?Why ?ֹמֶשה was deliberately left out by שֵׁ

2. How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 
truly appreciate and understand his ֶרִבי? 

ְּעֹון did not have it in his heart to bless ֹמֶשה .1  before his death; therefore, he did ִשמ
not want a curse to correspond to his ֵֶׁבט ֶָּתר) ש ֵּהּו ַבס ֵּע  .(27:24 — ד״ה ַמכֵּה ר

2. The (29:3) ָפסּוק that starts ַָּדַעת ֵּב ל ֶָּכם ל ַעד ַהּיֹום  ends with the words  ְולֹא נַָּתן ה׳ ל
 explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of ַרִש״י .ַהֶזה
thinking until 40 years later (ָֹּבאּו  .(29:6 — ד״ה ַות

1. The סּוִקים  corresponding to 11 of the ,ֲארּוִרים list 11 specific פְּ
ָבִטים ֶבט Which .שְּ  ?Why ?ֹמֶשה was deliberately left out by שֵׁ

2. How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 
truly appreciate and understand his ֶרִבי? 

ְּעֹון did not have it in his heart to bless ֹמֶשה .1  before his death; therefore, he did ִשמ
not want a curse to correspond to his ֵֶׁבט ֶָּתר) ש ֵּהּו ַבס ֵּע  .(27:24 — ד״ה ַמכֵּה ר

2. The (29:3) ָפסּוק that starts ַָּדַעת ֵּב ל ֶָּכם ל ַעד ַהּיֹום  ends with the words  ְולֹא נַָּתן ה׳ ל
 explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of ַרִש״י .ַהֶזה
thinking until 40 years later (ָֹּבאּו  .(29:6 — ד״ה ַות

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings*

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

ָרָשה s annual’ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל  in the packed ז׳ ֲאָדר דְּ
Kazinczy Utcai main Shul would reduce the ִהָלה  ,to tears קְּ
reminiscing about the ִמדֹות טֹובֹות of members and ָרֵאל דֹוֵלי ִישְּ  גְּ
who passed away in the prior year. In his last year, when he was 
too weak to prepare, the ָרא ַקִדיָשא  still sent him their ֶחבְּ
customary nominal payment. ר׳ ַרײְך is reported to have joked, 
ִגָלה יח:(“ ֵרין )מְּ ּתֹוָקא ִבתְּ ֶסַלע, ַמשְּ  If a word is worth one — ִמָלה בְּ
אֹויב ַא װָארט ִאיז װֶערט אַײן ֶסַלע שװַײגן  — silence is worth two ,ֶסַלע
 Source: Heard around the Shabbos Table ”ִאיז װֶערט צװײ!

Dear Talmid, 
 ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל 
was recognized as the leading 
and respected  representative of 
Hungarian orthodoxy. The official 
title Orthodox Chief Rabbi of 
Budapest was never filled after 
his ִטיָרה  He was even chosen by .ּפְּ
Emperor Francis Joseph I as his 
royal councilor and was also the 
first Rabbi ever to represent the 
Orthodox Jewish community in 
the Upper House of Parliament.  
 s political’ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל 
rank and high esteem almost 
caused a major upset in the 
hierarchy of government. The 
then 89-year-old Rov was asked 
to stay away from the inaugural 
meeting. The issue was that he 
was the oldest statesman in the 
upper house of Parliament and 
the inaugural meeting was always 
opened by the current president 
(Ed. Note: It seems that his age 
automatically made him the 
president). The government did 
not want to risk the scandal that 
the upper house would be led by 
an orthodox rabbi, even if only 
for one day. ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל 
complied with the request and 
missed the first day of the 

meeting due to his “illness”.  
 As the ָרב and רַאַב״ד in 
Budapest, he dealt with many 
community-related issues. He 
established a community Cheder 
to teach ּתֹוָרה in the way of his 
forefathers and named it ַרת ּתֹו
 He also built an elaborate .ֱאֶמת
community complex of ָואֹות  ִמקְּ
and innovated and developed the 
concept of a community Jewish 
hospital, old-age home and a free 
[paid by communal funds]  ָרא ֶחבְּ
  .burial society ,ַקִדיָשא
  My ִמיד ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב  while ,ַּתלְּ
 s position as the’קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל
Orthodox Rabbi in the Hungarian 
Government is insignificant in 
today’s history books, his  ִסיַרת מְּ
 and ָרב in his capacity as the ֶנֶפש
 still bears fruit today. The רַאַב״ד
old age home, the ָוה  ,complex ִמקְּ
and the ַרת ֱאֶמתּתֹו  school are still 
the center of the orthodox 
community today. The  ָרא ֶחבְּ
 on ִסיּום fast and have their ַקִדיָשא
 and follow his tradition of ז׳ ֲאָדר
remembering members who 
recently passed away. This is our 
eternal ּתֹוָרה’s testimony of his 
selfless ִסיַרת ֶנֶפש  .מְּ

רֹו ָברּוְך! ִהי ִזכְּ    יְּ
ִדידּות יְּ  ֶרִבי Your                         ,בְּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Our Eternal Secret (R’ Shmuel Dishon שליט״א)

The latest Pirchei Newsletter which 
began in the weeks leading up to ה ַלת ַהּתֹורָּ  ,ַקבָּ
is designed to make your ת  fulfilling and ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
memorable, especially in these difficult times. 
During the next few weeks, learn at least 45 
minutes before ה ת every ִמְנחָּ  in your ,ֶעֶרב ַשבָּ
home, ה ש or local ְיִשיבָּ ית ִמְדרָּ  Learn for an .בֵּ
hour or more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular ִלּמּוד to learn 
— you can even review  ד א ְוֶאחָּ ְשַנִים ִמְקרָּ
 If you arrange for a group to learn on .ַּתְרּגּום
the phone and have a ִשעּור to learn about 
ת ת or ִהְלכֹות ַשבָּ  you will receive an ,ִקּדּוַשת ַשבָּ
extra entry in the raffle. The contest is open 
for all ages up to 12th grade. To participate, 
please ask your parent or Rebbi to email 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com by Monday 
2:00 pm. Please include your name, grade, 
ה  city, state, and contact # and your ,ְיִשיבָּ
name will be entered into a drawing for a 
beautiful set of ִשים אֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּומָּ  !ִמְקרָּ

Contestants so far: 
Grade 3 — Elazar Englard; Yeshiva Ohr 

Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 4 — Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Naftoli 
Mandelbaum; Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY.  
Grade 5 — Aron Tzvi Papoff; Yeshiva Tiferes 
Tzvi; Chicago, IL; Menachem Blejer; Yeshiva 

Elementary School; North Miami Beach, FL. 
Grade 6 — Moshe Shmuel Guttman; Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Yitzchok 
Rothman; Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far 

Rockaway, NY.  
Grade 8 — Benjamin Sardar, Yaakov Raful; 

Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY. 

ִהִלים כ״ז) …ְלָדִוד ה׳ אֹוִרי ְוִיְשִעי  (תְּ  
ר ִויֵפַח ָחָמס. קֶׁ   ִכי ָקמּו ִבי ֵעֵדי שֶׁ

… for [my enemies] have arisen against me 
false witnesses who breathe violence.   

The current state of affairs in the UN bears 
testimony to the timelessness of ָדִוד ַהֶמֶלְך's 
words. Throughout the generations our 
enemies have made up false stories in order 
to arouse violence against ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ  R' Pam .כְּ
 gave his insight behind the creation of ַזַצ״ל
the UN )United Nations( that was formed in 
1945 after WWII. ֲחַז״ל tell us that at the time 
of  ַָמִשיח, the nations of the world will all try 
to claim that everything they developed was 
for ָרֵאל ַלל ִישְּ  will show each ד׳ .s benefit'כְּ
nation the records of their decrees against  
ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְּ ִהִלים ז:י״א וַרִש״י ָשם(בְּ  R' Pam .)ע' תְּ
explained that the “official” record of the 
193 member nations are recorded in the UN. 

6th Annual Pirchei ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת 
Learning Contest 5780

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

UnderstandingDavening



 On the night of Rosh Hashanah, R’ Yehuda and hisאלול
family gathered around the table on their roof 
for the festive Chag meal. While bringing the wine 
for kiddush to the table, R’ Yehuda’s wife tripped.

After hearing that there was no other 
wine, R’ Yehuda suggested that they 
continue with making kiddush on the 

challah. As he lifted the challah he knocked 
into the oil lamp, and all the oil splilled 
onto his special clothing for the chag.

After kiddush R’ Yehuda simply wiped up 
the oil and continued with the simanim.

Then, when it was time to serve the soup...

כ“ז אב    1942 - 1859   5702 - 5619

Hacham Yehuda Moshe Fetaya זצ״ל was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to R’ Moshe, a well-
known talmid hacham and mekubal. Growing up in his father’s home, he developed his 
spiritual roots, his thirst for תורה and his kind personality. In his youth, he studied at 
Midrash Talmud Torah, where he developed his extraordinary intellect and desire to 
learn תורה and keep מצוות. He learned in Bet Hamidrash Zilka under Hacham Shimon Agasi 
and Hacham Abdallah Somech, who gave him semihah as both a teacher and posek. At age 
25, he authored his first work on Kabbalah. He came to ירושלים in 1905, 1923 and finally 
in 1934. He was a תלמיד מבהק of the Ben Ish Hai. He authored Minhat Yehuda, among other 

works.

Oh, no! This is 
not a siman tov 
for the year..

...Tsk... this 
is the only wine we 
have... this is not a 

good start for the 
year..

What do you mean? 
There is nothing good 
that has happened and 
we’re only at the first 

meal of the year...

The importance of not getting 
angry on Rosh Hashanah is well 

known. All the bounty for the next 
year depends on this day. Hashem has 

sent us a special opportunity so 
that we will merit a beautiful and 

successful year!

on this we 
say...shanah tovah 

umetukah...

Hashem 
yishmor...

This is a 
special seudah 

that is going to 
bring tremendous 
berachah for the 

year...

...V’romamtanu 
mikol lashon...

vatiten 
lanu...b’ahavah...

This is a 
good siman - It is 

a siman berachah to 
have a house where 

wine spills like 
water.

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

 ,was born in the Verboi ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל
Czechoslovakia to  ְיֶחְזֵקאל ַאְבָרָהםר׳  (the city's ָרב) and ֶשִרל. 
He was taught by his father before being sent to the 

Pressburg ְיִשיָבה, where he became a ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of the ְכַתב סֹוֵפר. He also 
learned by  ַאֲהֹרן ִיְצָחקר׳  Landsberg (Grosswardein). ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב קָאּפל married 
the daughter of ר׳ ִיְשָרֵאל Shveir (ָרב in Sobotitch). When his father-in-law 
was ִנְפָטר in 1860, ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל became ָרב. In 1872, he was appointed ָרב in 
his native city of Verboi, and then, in 1890, he became ָרב and רַאַב״ד of 
Budapest. A brilliant ַלְמָדן and orator, ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל valiantly fought to build a 
thriving orthodox community ַעל ַטַהַרת ַהקֹוֶדש. A few of his ִחדּוֵשי תֹוָרה are 
found in ַעֶטֶרת ָּפז (written by his son-in-law ר׳ ָמְרְדַכי ֶאְפַרִים זּוְסַמן ַזַצ״ל). 

 י״ז  אלול
5598 – 5689 
1838 – 1929 

The highlighted ָרָשה  at any public event was דְּ
the ָרָשה  It was .ר׳ ַיֲעֹקב קָאּפל ַרײְך ַזַצ״ל of דְּ
inspiring, thought provoking, and 
delivered in a unique oratory style.  ר׳
 s einikel once found him pacing’ַיֲעֹקב
back and forth, quietly repeating an 
upcoming ָרָשה  ָבחּור Bewildered, the .דְּ
asked, “Zaidy, you give hundreds of 
ָרשֹות  do you still need to prepare?” His ;דְּ
Zaidy explained one of his secrets, “By now I 
suppose I know what to say, but I still always need to 
prepare what to leave out and not to say!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ְוָהִייָת ַרק ְלַמְעָלה ְולֹא ִתְהֶיה ְלָמָטה   
   … And you will be only on top and not on the bottom. 
 (ְדָבִרים כח:יג)
 A person cannot be on top and on the bottom at the 
same time. Why then does the ּתֹוָרה have to tell us that “you 
will be only on top and not on the bottom”? 
    ַיְעֵבץ of ְּתִפָלה of Lublin explains with the ַרב ָצדֹוק ַהֹכֵהן 
 If You will — ִאם ָבֵרְך ְּתָבְרֵכִני ְוִהְרִביָת ֶאת ְגבּוִלי“ ,(ִדְבֵרי ַהָיִמים א׳, ד:י)
bless me and You extend my borders.” What exactly did ַיְעֵבץ 
mean when he asked for both a blessing and for an extension of 
his borders? ַרב ָצדֹוק explains that people may be given 
tremendous ְבָרכֹות. However, if they are not properly equipped 
to handle them, the ְבָרכֹות can destroy their lives. ַיְעֵבץ asked ד׳ 
for a blessing, but, prudently, he also asked ד׳ to extend his 
borders. ַיְעֵבץ asked to become a bigger, better and wiser 
person, a man of deeper understanding and broader horizons, a 
man who would be the master of his ְבָרכֹות. 
 People who receive ְבָרכֹות are not always equipped to 
handle them. There are some people who win the lottery. One 
day they were bagging groceries and the next day they are 

multimillionaires. How are they affected? Often their lives fall 
apart. The lottery winner has not changed, his horizons have 
not broadened. He is still the same worker, just with a few 
more dollars in his bank account. He does not know how to deal 
with several million dollars, and so, it destroys his life. 
 How, then, does one become a bigger person? The 
 If You“ :ַיְעֵבץ of ְּתִפָלה based on the (ְּתמּוָרה ט״ז.) explains ְגָמָרא
will bless me with ּתֹוָרה and expand my borders with ַּתְלִמיִדים. If 
You give me ַיְעֵבץ ",ּתֹוָרה davened, "please also give me ַּתְלִמיִדים 
with whom to share it." A competent ֶרִבי needs his growth in 
 ַּתְלִמיִדים His .ַּתְלִמיִדים to be together with that of his ּתֹוָרה
question him and help analyze his thoughts. ַיְעֵבץ was asking 
that together with his ַּתְלִמיִדים he would be the most successful 
in broadening his understanding in ּתֹוָרה learning.  
 This is what the ּתֹוָרה means: ד׳ will give us numerous 
 however, we will only be on top and He will make sure ;ְבָרכֹות
that we do not remain on the bottom — little people with ְבָרכֹות 
too big to handle. As we grow in our ְבָרכֹות, so also, He will help 
us grow and mature to appreciate the ְבָרכֹות properly. 

Adapted from: The Pleasant Way (with kind permission from R’ Sholom Smith) 
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